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Pacific News
Welcome to another edition of Pacific News. We
trust that you will enjoy reading the stories of
SU ministry throughout the region and continue
to pray for the ministry.
I attended the recent SU International Team and
Executive Council meetings in Germany earlier
this month. As usual it was a time of great
encouragement as significant steps are being taken
to ensure the global health and growth of SU
ministry.
Wendy Rayner of the Pacific Executive will join with
many others in Honiara in July for the launch and
dedication of the full Pijin Bible. We congratulate
SIL on this achievement and trust that the Word of
God will continue to prove powerful in transforming
lives in that country.
The rapid growth of chaplaincy in Australia due to
Federal government grants has had a significant
impact for SU in Qld, ACT and Tasmania, as well in
other states where SU works with those
organisations that provide chaplaincy services.
We congratulate Walo Vali (PNG) on his recent
marriage to Nopiri and we wish them well in their
future life and ministry together.
One of the greatest challenges facing us is to
adequately fund the work of Sam Emery, especially
the high cost of travel. We are also continuing in our
efforts to raise funds for the supply of good
resources to the Pacific.
We thankyou for your continuing support and
interest in this vital work.

Lloyd Carter
Regional Secretary



A word from Sam
The last quarter has been an exciting time for the
Solomon Islands HIV project so continue to pray for the
National Council and Student Council, School and the
Churches as they work together on this pilot program.
I am also encouraged by the steady development in the Joint Venture
Partnership between Victoria/Tasmania & Solomon Islands, Queensland
& PNG, NSW/ACT & Vanuatu, South Australia & Fiji and NZ & Tonga.
I want to encourage us all to continue to build and strengthen this
relationship to enrich and bless one another.
This quarter has been a big challenge for me personally with finance as I
work best by being on the ground working alongside my brothers and
sisters in the field and having my internet server not working as it should
gets very frustrating. But all things work together for good for those who
love him. We keep praying and trusting Him to provide as always for His
work.
Sam Emery
Pacific Islands Coordinator

Pacific Islands

 Gospel ship Visits Fiji
The MV Doulos arrived in Fiji in partnership with the Bible Society on
May 23rd to the 4th June 2008. The Schools’ team ministered in the
Western & Central Division. This was a great source of encouragement
to students and teachers in the schools.

 All things to all ….
When Glenn Coombs in NSW discovered a French speaker interested
in mission it sparked an idea. As a result a French language mission
team from NSW will visit the Vanuatu islands of Efate and Malecula in
July to minister in French speaking schools and churches. And reports
being received are that the campsite continues to be well maintained
and utilised for ministry.

 Mentoring program on track
The Solomon Is HIVAids Peer Mentoring project is going very well.
A dedicated team of students, teachers, volunteers and council
members are on track to ensure this pilot will happen over the next five
months. The key to this coming about has been the student council and



in particular these two young ladies who have a
goal of training to become doctors. Their
passion to be involved is quite amazing and
this extends now to the whole team. They long
for this generation to be educated and to talk
openly about this modern day LEPROSY. SU
Tasmania and SU Int. have made financial

contributions to this project. The strategy is: 1/ plan well. 2/ network
with schools, churches and the community. 3/ prayer warrior team. 4/
provide resources. 5/ make it happen.

 Students reached in Tongan Schools
The March quarter started off with a Weekend Retreat (28th -29th
March) of the Vava’u SU school groups, comprising of Vava’u High
School and the Methodist Mailefihi/Siu’ilikutapu secondary schools.
This is the first time an SU retreat has been held there, and it was a
real blessing to both students and staff involved. SU staff, were able to
visit both schools and conduct worship and strengthen the SU groups.
Both school Principals fully supported the SU activities in their
respective schools.
The Director was also able to visit ‘Eua Island and fellowshipped with
‘Eua High School and also Hofangahau College in April and encourage
the SU groups there. In both Vava’u and ‘Eua schools, many students
responded to the gospel and vowed to follow Jesus for the rest of their
lives. A special emphasis was made on the importance of committed
daily Bible reading and obedience to God’s message for each and
everyday. God willing, Sitiveni plans visit the Ha’apai schools in July.

 Wedding bells
Sat 21st June saw Walo Vali, the SU Director in PNG, joined in
marriage to Nopiri. Ministry in PNG is growing with Walo’s extensive
visitation program and the development of camping ministry.
Late last year a SU student from Della Sale was almost chopped to
death by some intruders. He innocently carried the burden of his
mates. During the beginning of the school year the Della Sale
Secondary school hosted inter-school prayer at their school. This
young boy shared his testimony fearlessly acknowledging the hand of
God that brought him back from death. He made a commitment to
honor Christ in his life time and is now an active Scripture Union
member.



New Zealand
 Its all about serving
The New Zealand schools ministry team
successfully ran their YouthServe event
during the last holidays with a large team in
Auckland and smaller group in
Christchurch. The idea behind YouthServe
is to practice and reflect on the concept of Christian serving by
bringing together young people who are prepared to get their hands
dirty working alongside and for the community, and then spending
time opening the Bible to explore how it informs their practice. The
teams were able to see what a difference one person serving another
can make. Hopefully the participants are able to build this value and
attitude into their everyday lives so that they reflect the authenticity of
Jesus, the supreme example of service. It is hoped this concept can
be duplicated around New Zealand and eventually… the Pacific, who
knows?

Australia
 Changes occurring in SUA Resources
SU Australia mission is to “support and nurture the mission of SU in
Australia”. A key supporting role is to provide printed resources with a
particular focus on Bible notes. To more adequately address the
challenges to promote Bible engagement in the current and emerging
cultural environment, SUA Resources For Ministry is undergoing some
significant changes. A new Bible engagement group (BEG) is being
developed and changes will be made to the way in which other published
resources are provided to the market. Kevin Hooper has been appointed
to head up the new initiative and commenced on 1st July.

 The new man out west
When Glen Simpkins took on his new role as Director of Scripture
Union in the Northern Territory, the search began for a suitable
replacement to continue coordinating and growing Scripture Union
ministries in the North West and Central West of NSW. To better
serve this geographically huge region Scripture Union NSW has
broken the existing role up into two part time positions, one



coordinating ministry in the North West, the other
based in the Central West. Part of that search is
over!
SU NSW are delighted to welcome Sam Eriksson
to the team as Ministry Coordinator in the North
West. Sam is an energetic and passionate young
man with a heart for sharing Jesus with the people
of regional NSW. Sam commences in the role in
July, and will hit the ground running with many

programs and initiatives already in development. The NSW team is
excited about building on the foundations laid by Glen Simpkins and
growing the ministry in this part of the state.

 And there is more….
SU Victoria is passionate about seeing the next generation transformed
by God – but it is much more than a passion. It is what the teams eat,
sleep and dream! It is the cry of SU Vic’s hearts that “none should
perish”; that 94% of children and young people the church is currently not
reaching will hear God’s good news. Ezekiel 47 gives an incredible
picture of what ELEVATE - SU Vic’s school strategy - is on about.
Ezekiel describes a river flowing out of the temple “through the desert into
the Jordan Valley, where it enters the Dead Sea.” This river carries God’s
life from the four walls of the temple where it has been kept (the church),
and carries it into the most arid, dead and lowly places on the earth,
bringing abundance and life (God’s Kingdom). “Wherever this water flows,
everything will live.” Fish will abound where there were none and
fishermen will be released with many different nets! Fruit trees will spring
up, bringing healing and food for the nations! This is what they long to
see!
 Love in words and action

SU Tasmania runs most of its camping programs in the winter
holidays in June and September. Over the last few years they have
seen a rising number of children referred by social services to the
events. Some of these children are fostered and the camp provides
respite for them and their Carers. Others are already far down the
track of being in trouble with the authorities and must have the police
sanction their attendance. It is wonderful to see SU Volunteers and
staff spending quality time with these young people, showing them as
well as telling them, that God loves them no matter what their
circumstances are.



 Indigenous ministry is making a difference

THE role of any SU Queensland chaplain is a challenging one as they
deal with young people’s conventional and not-so-conventional crises on
a regular basis. Yet some “chappies” choose an even tougher road,
devoting their time to young people in remote towns and indigenous
communities.
Why do they choose this role and how do they cope in such situations?
Mark Shields’ experiences in Cherbourg, a small indigenous community
250 kilometres north-west of Brisbane, have often been challenging. He
has seen first-hand the tragic effects of hate, grief and aggression in both
children and adults in the community, including abuse, neglect and issues
such as petrol and paint-sniffing. But while he admits these problems
break his heart, he refuses to be daunted by his experiences and is keen
to continue his time as chaplain at Cherbourg State School as well as at
neighbouring Murgon State School.

“After working here for only one term, they run
up and jump all over me when they see me,
and they hang around me for as long as they
can,” he said. “They know I’m not in a
disciplinary role, and they really like the fact
that they have a grown up to play with who
supports them and is a fun guy. My
experiences here have been pretty full-on and
it’s been a huge learning curve but it’s also

been really rewarding and I’m glad I’m here.”

 Seminar with a wholistic focus
Originally designed by SU South Australia as part of the integrated POV
Program (involving seminars, lunchtime activities and a camp), the
Global Connections Seminar is finding use as a stand-alone resource.
The seminar uses activities, up-front presentations, small group work, and
investigation of the Bible (each student receives a copy of Luke’s Gospel)
to discover the person of Jesus and what he has to say about how our
attitude toward God affects how we view and use our possessions.
By tapping into a ‘hot’ topic for school students this seminar is able to
demonstrate that Jesus is interested in the whole person, not just the
‘spiritual’ dimension. In the words of one student at Cowell Area School
on South Australia’s Eyre Peninsula, he came to the conclusion that
‘God’s a great man!’



 SU ministry was Convention focus

Katherine Christian Convention (KCC), primarily an annual
indigenous/missionary convention over the May long weekend, was
an event where SU Northern Territory and International were both
featured. The overall theme for the convention was “Jesus the life
changer”. On the local level, SU ran the kids program which is always
a real privilege. New Glen Simpkins, the new Scripture Union
Northern Territory Director, had a great opportunity to showcase
SU and the ministries over the course of the convention. On the
international level Clayton Fergie, past Director for SUNT and
current SU International Youth Consultant, was the keynote
speaker, challenging people to tie up unfinished business with each

other and with God, and to allow God to
transform them through His Holy Spirit.
Many resources were also featured in
the purpose-built SU trailer, which
helped many missionaries see what SU
had to offer and the ways in which SU
could support them in their ministry.

 Moving ahead in more ways than one!
SU ACT conducted two excellent camps in the April school holidays, with
100 children and teenagers attending. Chaplaincy is unrolling well, with all
28 Schools’ positions filled. A Training day for SUPA workers was held on
28 June. A new Adventure Camp for older teenage boys planned for
15/16 July and a Camps ‘think-tank’ is to be conducted on 26 July.
SUACT moving to new premises in July - very exciting! And a Prayer Day
is scheduled for 18 August.

BBiibbllee rreeaaddiinngg gguuiiddeess ffoorr AALLLL aaggeess!!
AUS 1800 808 639 NZ 0508 783 473



Pacific Region Prayer Diary

July
1 SUA SUA is restructuring its ministry business entity with a new vision to expand

Bible engagement initiatives. Kevin Hooper commences today as the
Business Development Manager & will lead the transition from the present
model over the following months.

2 NSW Give thanks for God’s provision of funding & resources to increase the level
of staffing support for school ministry & Family Mission volunteers in the
financial year ahead.

3 Qld Camps & Community Outreaches are taking place in the first two weeks of
July – pray for the campers, leaders, directors & other staff involved.

4 ACT SU are moving into new premises this month. Pray all will go smoothly.
5 Tas Pray for the SUPA clubs in primary schools, several of which are new this

year. Pray for enough volunteers to run them & for good relationships
between the adults & the children.

6-
19

NZ Four winter camps & a leadership training event will take place during the
holidays. Pray that the message of the good news will be clearly shared &
great relationships built with campers & potential leaders.

7-
11

SA James Krieg is working with the leadership team & the state youth pastors
of the Uniting Church, Churches of Christ & Baptist Union to run
“Leadership Week” for young people with potential for leadership. Pray
they will how to be salt & light in their schools & communities.

8 Sam
Emery

Sam Emery continues to travel & encourage the work in the Pacific Islands.
Pray for stronger councils & funding in all movements, & for Directors to be
appointed in Vanuatu & Solomon Islands.

9 WA Thank God for the Warriuka camps that were conducted last term & for
God’s provision in so many ways.

10 Tonga Pray for the verbal & silent witness of SU students in school communities.
11 Vic Thank God for volunteers who participate with staff in Ministry

Development Groups.
12-
20

Vanu-
atu

A French language mission team from NSW are visiting French speaking
schools & churches on Efate & Malecula Islands. Give thanks for this
opportunity & for the support of resources from France.

13 NT Pray for school’s work in the NT, particularly for ways that SU can support
the growing number of school Chaplains. Pray that the opportunities to
work in schools will continue.

14 Solo-
mons

Pray for the effectiveness of the student Peer Mentoring program in the
Solomons. Pray for the student mentors & great results from their
investments in the lives of their peers.

15 ACT Pray for a new adventure camp for teenage males.
16 Vic The SUPA team is equipping people to demonstrate Christ’s love in

primary schools in South Australia. Pray for Jenny Lanyon as she
coordinates this work.

17 Namibi
a

The move of Graeme Aldom to Namibia has been hampered by local
unwieldy formalities. Pray for the Lord to overcome these difficulties.



18 Tonga Pray for the students selected for the Australian tour in Dec/Jan, 2008/9
19 Tas A faithful prayer group meets today in Launceston. Pray for other groups

to be established.
20 NZ New Zealand recently launched the ChildSafe Safety Management system

around the country & implemented it in their own ministries. Other
organizations are interested. Pray for wisdom & discernment.

21 Qld Prep for upcoming staff conference – approx 620 staff in attendance – pray
for preparation & speakers for this important time of professional
development.

22 WA Pray for SU Family Missions Coordinator, Athena West that she will have
wisdom, vision & seek to serve those she is supporting in their roles as
Family Mission volunteers.

23 SA Pray for the SUPA team equipping people to demonstrate Christ’s love in
primary schools in South Australia. Pray particularly for Jenny Lanyon as
she coordinates that work.

24 NZ New Zealand have hosted 3 interns from the UK who will soon return
home. Thank God for the rich experience this is & that He will lead these
young people into meaningful work.

25 ACT Please pray for an effective Camps Strategic Forum tomorrow.
26 NSW SUFM Director’s Training Day: Pray for the 100+ directors of the 50 teams

heading off this summer. Pray they will be encouraged, equipped, &
challenged as they prepare for their mission experience.

27 Tas The leadership team for the Family Camp meet today for a planning
meeting. Pray for enthusiasm & inspired ideas.

28 Sam
Emery

Funds are needed for airfares & a visa to attend the Leading Staff
Development Course in Cape Town, South Africa, in November.

29 Vic Praise God for the generosity of supporters.
30 Scot-

land
“Back to School with God” Sunday (August 31) is for churches to recognise
& pray for their school communities at the commencement the school year.
Pray that the commitment to prayer will grow.

31 Fiji Please pray for our Staff leadership of the ministry activities & for the
volunteers working with them.

August
1 Sam

Emery
Now planning & preparing for National Youth Camp in PNG next month.

2 NZ Decisions need to be made about implementing new financial structures &
systems. Pray for the right people to be available & wisdom to know how to
go about this with minimum disruption.

3 Tonga For preparation for SU Tonga mission to Australian Tongans in December
2008

4-8 Qld SU staff conference – all staff from around SU Qld to attend – approx 620
staff in attendance

5 SUA Pray for Lloyd Carter as he works with the National Focus Groups (Primary
Schools, Secondary Schools, Community Outreach and Camping) to
develop plans for networking this year.



6 Tas On three Saturdays in August, Local Chaplaincy Committee members will
meet for training. Pray for good numbers to come & for them to be inspired
for their very important task.

7 Sri
Lanka

Julia Kassimatis (General Secretary) runs Sunday School Teachers’
Training programs during this quarter. Pray also for Preethi, Ayomi &
Manori who assist her.

8 SA Tomorrow SUSA will be holding its “For Those Who Have Ears” fundraising
concert. Pray for success as a fundraiser & that it will be a great time as the
SU community in SA comes together.

9 WA Transform, SU’s training conference runs today. Pray that this event will be
of value to all the volunteers who attend.

10 Fiji Pray for wisdom for Council members in restructuring the SU ministry.
11 NT Pray for Leeanne Zamagias in managing the Resource Centre & the

valuable partnership with the Bible Society as it continues its service.
12 SUinA The Federal Government funding of State School Chaplaincy has had a

dramatic effect on SU Qld, Tas & ACT. Pray as new chaplains commence
ministry & as SU movements restructure & find additional resources to
cope with the demands this has placed on them.

13 South
Asia

Pray for success in finding the new Regional Secretary to work from
January 2009. Janet Morgan & Stephen Abraham with others will be
interviewing & selecting the new Regional Secretary on July 17th.

14 Israel Please pray wisdom for staff worker Ora Guler, consultant John Woodhead
& the Britain & Ireland International Committee as they discern the way
through many complex issues.

15 Vic Pray that God will direct new development plans for the Coolamatong
Camp sites in Gippsland.

16 WA Pray for the John Forrest Warriuka School Adventure camp starting today.
Pray that the students would be excited for camp & that God would remove
any anxiety.

17 PNG Planning & preparation for the National camp in September is now well
under way. Pray it will all come together & many will attend.

18 ACT Pray along with the staff & volunteers during their Prayer Day today.
19 SUI SUI will conduct a Leading Staff Development Course in Cape Town in

Nov. Walo (PNG), Sitiveni (Tonga), Sam (Pacific), Tim (Qld), Glenn (NSW),
Ruth (Tas) & Wayne (NZ) will attend. Pray as they prepare.

20 Switz-
erland

The German speaking SU Bible Exhibition opened on18 August. Visitors
experience Bible stories from both testaments through all their senses.
Pray that many, in particular children, will meet with God.

21 Fiji Continue to pray for staff & Council as they restructure the ministry.

22 SUA The Management & Development Group (Nat Exec) will meet this week.
Pray for wisdom & vision in planning & decision making.

23-
31

NZ Scripture Union week is an opportunity for staff & volunteers to be raising
the profile of Scripture Union ministries in churches & groups around the
country. Pray for great openings & receptiveness.

24 Sam
Emery

Pray for wisdom in supporting the senior staff & Councils, especially as
much needs to be done remotely. Pray for good communication.



25 Tonga Pray for the SU Camp next month for all Tongatapu & ‘Eua SU groups
26 NT Colin Buchanan, well known Christian singer & entertainer, particularly to

children, will visit Darwin to present a family evening hosted by SU. Pray
many will attend & fruit for God’s Kingdom.

27 Vanu-
atu

Bob Coombs visited in June for some maintenance on the campsite. Thank
God for those who are looking after it. Pray for a cost effective solution for
the supply of water. And pray for the growth & effectiveness of the camping
ministry.

28 SA Pray for Glenys Tiller & those involved in creating a role for her on the
Lower Eyre Peninsula where she will be South Australia’s first rural
regional staffworker.

29 Solo-
mons

Plans are in place to appoint a Director at the end of the year. Pray this will
be accomplished & thank God for the work being done.

30 Peru SU Peru commenced a home for 40 abandoned boys in Cusco in the
Sacred Valley of the Incas. Please pray for the new foster fathers & SU
staff in this home.

31 WA Pray for the people linking with refugee families in the northern suburbs of
Perth (Neighborhood Outreach) that they may have opportunities to care
for people & share God’s love.

September
1 Qld Praise God for all the great volunteers & donors.
2 Hong

Kong
Continue to uphold in prayer the East Asia Office & SU Hong Kong as they
distribute post Olympic material – ‘On Your Mark’ for children.

3 Vic Pray for a smooth auditing of the accounts.
4 Bulga-

ria
Thank God with them for the successful work with a group of teens eager
to help in camps. Also for the opportunity to visit orphans in Dolna Bania.
Pray for more people willing to serve with them.

5 Vanu-
atu

A group of year 12 graduating students from NSW will spend their
Schoolies Week in Vanuatu next month. Pray for their growth & the
encouragement they can be to the local SU ministry.

6 SUA Pray for Lloyd Carter at this time of change for SUA in resourcing & the
promotion of Bible engagement. For wisdom & the capacity to work well
with many people throughout SU in A & other stakeholders.

7 Sam For safe travel & a successful National Camp in PNG.
8 Pacific Providing good resources to the Pacific is an opportunity we would like to

take up. We may soon have access to a supply of good resources but will
need funds for purchase & freight. Thank God for the help provided by CLC
for some of the shipping.

9-
20

SUI Pauline Hoggarth is in India helping Michael Davidson (SU India Bible
Ministries) to lead a workshop for writers of Bible guides in several
languages. Please pray for enjoyment, new love for God’s Word, & clear &
effective communication.

10 Congo
DR

The eastern part of Congo has suffered from incessant fighting. Pray the
war will end & that refugees & soldiers will return to their homes. They have
been a source of insecurity in the region of North Kivu.



11 ACT A Combined Chaplains Forum is being held today. Pray for their equipping
& encouragement.

12-
17

PNG The National Camp is being held in Markham Secondary School, Morobe
Province. Pray for safety for all, receptive hearts, and changed lives.

13 NT A planning day will be held this month. Pray that all volunteers & staff will
seek God’s guidance & will, as they plan ministry initiatives & strategies for
the Territory in 2009.

14 Vanu-
atu

Give thanks for Jon & Lyndell Paschke & family serving with SU. Pray that
the resources they develop will be a great encouragement to the work.

15 Solo-
mons

Continue to pray for the student Peer Mentoring program. Pray young
adults will develop strong values & a commitment to healthy lifestyles.

16 SUA Jeff Mason now serves with SUA as the Safety Management Officer. He
networks with Risk Management Officers to support them.

17 Bolivia SU is once again going through a rough time. The wealthy provinces are
seeking independence which could lead to disintegration & violence;
leaving millions without a future. Pray staff & schools & camps ministry.

18-
26

SUI 18-22 & 24-26: Janet Morgan asks for prayer for Int Ccl & Team & Exec
meetings in France. Dr David Smith will lead Council in an exploration of
his book Moving Towards Emmaus.

19 Tas The Chaplaincy Support Officers meet today for training & fellowship. Pray
for them to be encouraged in their work.

20 NSW 360 Degrees Training Day - state wide training for all volunteers involved in
Family Missions this summer. Pray for the coordinators, for those speaking
& teaching, & for impact for those attending.

21 PNG Pray for Walo following up the National camp & preparing for future ministry
22-
24

SA SU is running a POV camp for Glenunga High School. Pray as God’s Word
is opened to reveal His heart for those who have far less in our world, &
that campers may discover God Himself in the process.

23 Vanu-
atu

Pray for the appointment of a Director for the work. Give thanks for the
ongoing ministry and maintenance of the campsite.

24 SUA Wes Leake looks after the accounts for SUA & Pacific. Pray for him & give
thanks for the support of the Treasurers, Mike Larri & Ron Lawrence.

25 Paki-
stan

Danishmand Wasti (General Secretary) is training Abi Saloom, the new
field staff worker in Lahore. Thank God all staff & volunteers were kept safe
during recent bombing near the office. Pray for the safety of staff in Lahore,
Rawelpindi, Islamabad & Karachi.

26 NT Pray for the council members, John Stennett (Chair), Graham Bailey (Vice
Chair), Harry Cotton (Secretary) & Barry Butler. Pray for a Treasurer with
the skills needed to perform the task effectively.

27 Pacific It is difficult to fund the work required for SU Pacific to adequately support
the Pacific Island movements. Travel & freight costs limit our capacity to
provide the level of support needed. Pray for provision.

28 Fiji Pray as preparations continue for Annual Camp.
29 Tonga Students will soon be sitting for end of the year exams. Pray for them.
30 Vic Pray for all those who prepare for summer mission period.


